

This is it!

You've made it to the 
end of the GCSE Maths course.

You deserve an amazing summer
[image: https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/736x/a2/1b/49/a21b49b44c9290365b1b27a9e94ff8f4.jpg] break and a brilliant results day.
[image: http://www.alice-in-wonderland.net/wp-content/uploads/1book24.jpg]

Question: Why is there a picture from ‘Alice in Wonderland’ by Lewis Carroll on the front?


Now if you are thinking of studying A-Level Maths, you should be commended for your astute decision making. However A-level Maths and A-level Further Maths don't have the reputation for being some of the hardest A-Levels for nothing.

What can you do to ensure the best possible start to the course? Well, it's pretty easy really - don't forget everything you studied for GCSE Maths, especially the Algebra. Definitely read through your Algebra notes before September - there is a nice overlap between Grade 7-9 Algebra and the Year 12 course, so if you can keep those skills sharp you should have a good start. If the algebra part of the GCSE wasn't your thing, then you may be at a disadvantage in Y12.

Let's be realistic - no one in their right mind is going to finish all their GCSEs then pick up books for more study. You need to unwind and relax.

Here are some suggestions for ways to keep your maths skills sharp, without the maths text books.

[image: http://www.mathsinsider.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Screen-Shot-2016-10-01-at-4.58.11-PM-1024x475.png]Try the free Sumaze apps
Number and logic problems in a maze-style game. If you have a lot of free time Sumaze 1 can be done in under two days


[bookmark: _GoBack]
Investigate YouTube
Look for the Numberphile channel or videos by the 'Festival of the Spoken’ nerd team
[image: https://i.ytimg.com/vi/JJQWtGm3eIs/maxresdefault.jpg]
Unsurprisingly Matt Parker (Stand Up Maths) is involved in both



Read a review and watch a film
'Hidden Figures’ PG
'Beautiful Mind’ 12
'The Imitation Game’ 12
You'll be surprised how many results you get if you Google 'maths films on Netflix’, however they aren't all available on the UK service
[image: https://resizing.flixster.com/SPNIk41WLL3hKsKv0ix4xeRCnHE=/206x305/v1.bTsxMTE4MDg3MTtqOzE3NDA5OzEyMDA7NTAwOzc0MA]
[image: https://lh3.googleusercontent.com/2cx7CLaT-zHHrdCtzQkGpXpjlytipKOnDHwtOiicY8qtEKyuyRxG5Ss94yg-YrCxsF5M=w300]
[image: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/b/b8/A_Beautiful_Mind_Poster.jpg]




Read a book and follow the authors on social media
‘Alex’s Adventures in Numberland’
[image: https://static1.squarespace.com/static/542851b9e4b0c110b8c60d81/t/543154aee4b02e3dc61d5499/1412519098897/]'Bad Science’ by Ben Goldacre
'Professor Stewart's hoard of mathematical treasures’ by Ian Stewart (one of many titles)
‘The indisputable existence of Santa Claus: The mathematics of Christmas’ by Dr Hannah Fry & Dr Thomas Oleron Evans 
Anything by Rob Eastaway or Danica McKellar
[image: http://images.gr-assets.com/books/1347807601l/6371783.jpg][image: https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/41X9CZ3DYKL._SX321_BO1,204,203,200_.jpg]Go to an event
If you get the opportunity to, go to a popular Maths or Science lecture. You'll be surprised where they pop up - even the famous Hay Literary festival has a maths lecture! Don't worry if you don't understand all of it, you won't be alone, but you'll start to see the links between different areas

Puzzles
Invest in some Maths related puzzle books:
[image: https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/61dKVue-dXL._AC_UL320_SR234,320_.jpg]Sudoku, mathdoku, menseki meiro (books are in other languages, but you don’t need the instructions, just the pictures), logic problems
[image: https://static.standard.co.uk/s3fs-public/styles/story_medium/public/thumbnails/image/2016/12/08/11/santaclaus.jpg]They'll all keep your brain alert




Eat some tubes of Pringles with friends
· Then Google​ Pringles Enigma machine
· [image: http://wiki.franklinheath.co.uk/images/3/31/PaperEnigmaAssembled.jpg][image: https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/71fmQ4lt-lL.jpg]Make enigma machines out of the tubes
· Text each other coded messages whilst sunbathing (in the rain)
[image: https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/517HXLff3PL._UY250_.jpg]Answer: Because the author Lewis Carroll (aka Rev Charles Dodgson) invented the Carroll diagram


www.mathssandpit.co.uk/blog
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Alice: This is impossible.
The Mad Hatter: Only if
you believe it is.
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